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SLD and Slow Learners

Average Intelligence 85 – 90 

■ SLD – Average or above average intelligence 

■ Slow Learners – Below average intelligence 
but more than Mentally challenged (71 – 85)
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■ Can slow learners have processing difficulties? 

■ Will they be diagnosed as LD or Slow learners? 

■ Will pure slow learners have difficulties in reading or 
writing? 

■ Will pure slow learners have difficulty in 
comprehension? 

■ Do Slow learners need readers/writers?

Dr Marita Adam 



Slow learners and Reader/Writer

■ With Processing difficulty 

■ With motor difficulties 

Certificate must state this
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10 year old, Konkani speaking girl in Std IV (repeating) 
Medium of  instruction – Konkani 

■ Weak in studies, mother beats her because 
she does not learn, tuitions in all subjects 

■ Shy, timid, does not talk much  

■ Day dreams, inattentive, unable to complete 
work, does not remember instructions 

■ Cannot even give simple oral answers
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Essay on 
Myself
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Dictation
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   English                           Hindi 

Dr Marita Adam 



Science Math
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■ If asked to point out the color brown 
(identification), she will do so, but if asked to 
name (naming) a brown object, cannot do 
so. 

■ Teacher: Whose gado is it? 
    Child: Mario 
   Teacher: r…r.. 
    Child: Ratan 

    (the word is Ramu)
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Dyspraxia: Difficulties in coordination and 
movement – 50% overlap with dyslexia

■ Motor skills –planning and execution 
■ Speech 
■ Concentration and listening 
■ Visual dyspraxia
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