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Harmony	  ..	  definition
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My	  qualifications
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What	  is	  better..	  !
Arranged	  marriage	  or	  love-‐marriage?
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Why	  and	  how	  does	  arranged	  marriages	  
work	  ?
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Who	  is	  more	  responsible	  for	  the	  success	  of	  marriage..	  Man	  or	  
woman?!



What	  do	  the	  shastras	  say	  ?..	  7	  !"#$"%

Women	  asks	  for	  following:	  

1. Right	  to	  be	  included	  in	  all	  holy	  
things,	  pilgrimage	  and	  other	  projects	  
taken	  up	  by	  husband.	  

2. That	  the	  husband	  will	  take	  her	  advice	  
3. Will	  look	  after	  the	  family	  
4. Will	  manage	  the	  expenses	  well/	  

budget	  the	  finances	  
5. Will	  consider	  her	  parents	  as	  his	  own.	  
6. Not	  to	  disrespect	  her.	  
7. Not	  look	  at	  other	  women	  

Man	  asks	  for	  following:	  

Remain	  trustworthy,	  take	  my	  advice,	  
talk	  to	  me	  sweetly,	  help	  me	  in	  running	  
the	  family,	  care	  for	  my	  parents	  and	  be	  
religious.



In	  a	  marriage	  what	  are	  the	  duties	  of	  a	  
man/	  women?

Husband	  	  
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Wife	  
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Trust	  and	  openness
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Holidays/	  offs/	  sundays?	  	  
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Basic	  nature	  of	  man	  and	  woman

Man:	  
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Woman	  	  
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Freedom	  from	  abuse	  and	  exploitation
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In	  laws..	  	  	  	  	  	  	  !

Ladkewale	  v/s	  ladkiwale
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In	  laws..	  	  !
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ‘	  bahu’	  expectations

Babul	  ka	  ghar…	  

‘Beti	  to	  parayee	  hoti	  hain..’	  

‘	  us	  ghar	  se	  ab	  teri	  arthi	  hee	  uthegi..’’	  

‘	  wo	  hee	  ab	  tera	  sansar	  hain	  ..’’	  

Sasural	  

‘	  ab	  yeh	  hee	  tera	  ghar	  hain..	  Tuje	  isse	  
apnana	  hoga.	  Yahan	  ke	  riti	  rivajo	  ko	  
manana	  padega’	  

We	  expect	  ideal	  bahu..	  	  
‘	  subah	  uthkar	  babuji	  ke	  liye	  chai	  
banayegi..”	  
“	  tulsi	  par	  jal	  chadayegi”	  

-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  
Needs	  permission	  to	  go	  out.	  
Most	  wives	  have	  to	  go	  through	  a	  tough	  
‘leave’	  process	  to	  visit	  her	  maika.	  



Financial	  harmony	  ..
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	  	  	  …financial	  harmony
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..freedom	  from	  abuse	  and	  exploitation

VERBAL	  ABUSE	   	  
	   	   	   PHYSICAL/	  SEXUAL	  ABUSE



…freedom	  from	  restriction	  and	  
exploitation
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Intimacy	  


